
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL  



/s./ Genevieve M. Trigg 



Above Grid Rome Solar LLC

August 31, 2023



Important Notes to Applicant: 

Upon the submission of this application to the OCIDA, the application becomes a public 
document. Be advised that any action brought before the Agency is public information. All 
agendas for the OCIDA are issued publicly prior to the full agency meeting. Upon the submission 
of this application to the OCIDA, the application becomes a public document and OCIDA is 
required by law to post on its website and make available to the public this Application and 
supporting materials. If when completing this Application, you deem any information to be 
specifically exempted from disclosure under Article Six of the Public Officers Law, please answer 
the question “This information is deemed to be exempt from disclosure under Article Six of the 
Public Officers Law and is submitted on the attached confidential addendum.” It is acceptable to 
submit any confidential addendum electronically as a .pdf file separate from the application, but 
any confidential addendum must still be submitted with the hard copy of the full application 
(see Page 1).  Please answer any such questions on a separate Addendum titled, “Confidential 
and Protected by Article Six of the Public Officers Law.” If OCIDA is challenged to produce any 
information the Applicant identifies as protected, the Applicant will be required at its sole cost 
to defend such assertion on behalf of OCIDA. 

The information requested by this application is necessary to determine the eligibility of your 
project for OCIDA benefits. Please answer all questions and respond “Not Applicable”, “NA”, or 
“none” where appropriate. If you’re response is an estimate, please indicate so. Attach 
additional sheets if more space is needed for a response. All applications must include a 
completed and signed NYS SEQR form and Cost Benefit Analysis form (please consult with 
OCIDA) before the application is considered complete. 

By signing and submitting this Application, the Applicant acknowledges that it received a copy 
of the Uniform Tax Exemption Policy and the Oneida County IDA Penalty for Failure to Meet 
Employment Levels as adopted by the Agency and Agency Memorandums pertaining to the 
benefits of projects financed through the Agency. 

A project financed through the Agency involves the preparation and execution of significant 
legal documents. Please consult with an attorney before signing any documents in connection 
with the proposed project. You will receive an engagement letter from the OCIDA legal counsel. 
You will be asked to sign the engagement letter acknowledging you will be responsible for all 
legal fees of OCIDA legal counsel and that you understand the process. Should you not close 
and legal services have been rendered by the OCIDA legal counsel, Applicant will be responsible 
for those costs. 

If your project requires a public hearing, a representative of the applicant is required to be 
present. A date will be coordinated by the OCIDA legal counsel. 

If you have any questions how to calculate the OCIDA’s application fee please refer to the 
enclosed Memorandum to Companies -Sale Leaseback Transactions or contact the OCIDA. 
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Above Grid Rome Solar LLC
516 Rt 33 West, Bldg 2 Suite 101
Millstone Twp, NJ 08535

585-330-1919

jtassone@abovegridsolar.com

Joe Tassone, Jr.

88-0735615

New York

✔



Above Grid LLC 516 Rt 33 West, Bldg 2 Suite 101 100%
Millstone Twp, NJ 08535

*See cover letter related to anticipated change of control.
**See supplement with entity breakdown.

✔

✔



Genevieve Trigg, Esq.
Barclay Damon LLP
80 State Street
Albany, NY 12207
518-860-9032
gtrigg@barclaydamon.com

Above Grid LLC, sole member of Above Grid Rome Solar LLC, is a community-scale solar developer with mulitple projects
across New York State and the Northeast.

Catalyze LLC, the anticipated new sole member of Above Grid Rome Solar, LLC, is a full-service development and acquisition
company and long-term operator of approximately 130MW of solar and storage facillities across the country.



Above Grid Rome Solar, LLC had developed this project and desires to have Catalyze construct and operate the project
long-term.

Catalyze has been a developer, financier, owner and operator of solar energy systems across a number of different
jurisdictions nationally since 2017. The Project is one of several new projects in the State of New York being undertaken by
Catalyze. Catalyze desires to expand and grow its business in New York and help achieve the State's renewable energy
goals, while contributing to cleaner, more affordable renewable energy.

Without Agency involvement, the Project would not be economically feasible.

The Above Grid Rome Solar, LLC solar project (the "Project") consists of a 5 MWAC ground-
mounted solar energy system/community solar array with solar panels connected to a single-axis
tracking racking system that generates electricity for offsite use, sale, and consumption. The
Project includes two perivous gravel access roads, inverter pads, a fence surrounding the entirety
of the equipment, underground wiring, and overhead utility interconnection to equipment. The
Project is located at 5727 Rome Taberg Road, SBL# 222.000-0001-39.001.



The Project would not be constructed without Agency approval.

✔

✔

✔



Solar energy generating facility✔

✔

✔

100



(.75%)

(8.75%)

✔ 517,966

The Applicant seeks a per megawatt rate of $7,000 rather than the required $10,000 per MW. The land where the Project
is proposed is owned by the Rome Industrial Development Corporation, and is already exempt and otherwise
undevelopeable. Unlike the major of solar projects previousy before this IDA that have been developed on agricultural
land or prime agricultural soils, the subject parcel has no such characteristics. We believe there is a reasonable basis to
grant a deviation of the IDA's standard Solar Policy as this project would make good use on otherwise undevelopable land

✔

✔

$ 517,966



Please be as specific as possible

5727 Rome Taberg Road

City of Rome

Rome City School District

C-2 Agriculture

The Above Grid Rome Solar, LLC solar project (the "Project") consists of a 5 MWAC ground-mounted solar energy
system/community solar array with solar panels connected to a single-axis tracking racking system that generates
electricity for offsite use, sale, and consumption. The Project includes two perivous gravel access roads, inverter
pads, a fence surrounding the entirety of the equipment, underground wiring, and overhead utility interconnection to
equipment.

vacant agricultural land



Q1 2024

Q4 2024

✔

✔

20

Special use permit

✔

✔

✔

See Negative Declaration attached.



✔

0.00



Rome Industrial Development Corporation

584 Phoenix Drive
Rome, NY 13441
315-338-0393

N/A

See lease agreement attached.

✔

✔

✔

The Applicant leases the land from RIDC.

The Applicant will own and operate the solar facility.



20

✔

✔

✔

✔

solar panels, racking, inverters, electrical conduit and related appurtenances.



35

0

0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0

✔

✔

0 0 0 0



0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0

The Project will not create any long term full-time jobs. The Project will, however, create 25-40 full-time
construction jobs. The Applicant endeavours to make good faith efforts to hire labor within the Labor Market
Area.
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0

0

0

0

8,884,546

0

1,300,000

700,000

40,000

58,933

100,000

330,188

11,413,667

57,068

11,470,735

0

The Applicant has received site plan and special use permit approval from the City of Rome.

0

✔

✔

Interconnection cost
Lease payment

$ 297,548
$ 32,640



5,556,058

734,040

3,982,202

1,141,367

4,716,242

11,413,667

222.000-0001-039.001 $ 100,000 $ 0 $ 100,000 $ 0

✔

✔

NYSERDA

ITC



City of Rome
198 N Washington St # 1B
Rome, NY 13440

Rome Central School District
409 Bell Rd
Rome, NY 13440-5243

✔



NYS SEQRA Environmental Review 

• The applicant must complete, sign and return to the IDA either the Short Form
Environmental Assessment Form (SEAF) or the Full Environmental Assessment Form
(FEAF). See the NYS DEC website for the most current versions of these documents.

https://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/6191.html 

• To determine which EAF form is appropriate for the project, the applicant
should consult with its engineer or legal counsel.

• It is the IDA’s strong preference that the municipality that governs the jurisdiction
where the project is located (e.g., a Planning Board, Zoning Board or other supervisory
board) serve as lead agency for the SEQR review.

• In limited cases, the IDA will act as lead agency, but it may lead to additional cost
to the applicant if a review is required to make a determination of environmental impact.

• If another public body is serving as lead agency for the SEQR review the applicant
should provide the IDA with a signed Part 2 (and Part 3 if using the Long Form) and any
minutes of meetings that detail the lead agency’s determination.

• The IDA cannot grant any financial assistance until the SEQR review process is
complete.



o
o

o

o









Anthony J. Picente Jr. 
County Executive 

Shawna M. Papale Executive 
Director/Secretary 

 Rome, New York 13441-4105 
, fax (315) 338-5694  

www. .org 

Ferris Betrus 

Michael Fitzgerald

Eugene Quadraro 
Steven Zogby 

MEMORANDUM TO COMPANIES 
SALE-LEASEBACK TRANSACTIONS 

1. When a Company decides that a sale-leaseback transaction may suit its particular
needs, the first order of business is for the Company to complete an Application for
Financial Assistance, together with an Environmental Impact Questionnaire,
Cost/Benefit Analysis and Statement of the Project Applicant (referred  to

ion is submitted to Agency Counsel

defined by law.

2. No action can be taken until the Application is completed and submitted to the
Agency and approved by Agency Counsel.

3. Upon completion of the Application and approval by Agency Counsel, the Agency
will meet for the purpose of adopting an Inducement Resolution and reviewing the
Environmental Impact Questionnaire, Cost/Benefit Analysis and Statement of the
Project Applicant. At this time a Resolution may be adopted by the Agency
concerning the environmental impact. Please note that the Agency is subject
to the Open Meetings Law, and all meetings will be open to the public,
including news media.

4. The Company is expected and encouraged to have its own counsel. The Company is
also required to reimburse the Agency for all legal expenses incurred in furtherance
of a proposed transaction, whether or not that transaction is completed.  This
includes all fees and disbursements of Agency Counsel.

5. The Company will be asked to sign an Inducement Agreement, which sets forth the
terms of the proposed transaction and the obligations of the parties in furtherance of
the same.  The Company will also be asked to provide Agency Counsel with   certain

P:\OCIDA\Applications\Application\App for Lease\Sale Lease Back revised 2-28-12.doc 
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information concerning the formation of the corporation or partnership, a survey of 
the property, title insurance, insurance certificates, etc. before the transaction can 
close. All matters in connection with the transfer of the real estate will be handled 
primarily by Company Counsel with the assistance of Agency Counsel. 

6. A Public Hearing may be required in accordance with the New York State General
Municipal Law, after which the Oneida County Executive must approve or
disapprove the issue.  Notice of the Public    Hearing must be published at least thirty
(30) days prior to the Hearing in the newspaper where the project is located. The
highest elected official of each affected taxing jurisdiction must also receive thirty day
written notice of the Hearing.

No financial benefits may be granted by the Agency to the Company until after the 
Public Hearing if required. 

7. Agency Counsel has certain requirements as to those documents which must be
included in the transaction and the content thereof, including but not limited to
requiring environmental impact surveys, environmental indemnifications and general
indemnifications.

8. The fee schedule is attached, covering the Agency fee, the Agency's work with
respect to the project and the work of Agency Counsel.

The estimated fees for Agency Counsel may vary depending on the nature of the
project. The initial fee quote assumes that the transaction closes within ninety (90)
days from the date of the inducement, that there will be no unusual questions of law
or prolonged negotiations regarding the documents, and that the involvement or
assistance from other agencies will not require substantial modifications to the typical
structure and documentation of similar transactions. The fee quote also assumes that
Agency Counsel will not be called upon to coordinate with any lender, as the Agency
is not issuing bonds. The fee quote assumes that closing will take place by mail and
will not necessitate attending meetings with the Company or any lender.

9. Once the terms and conditions of the transaction are fairly well established,
Agency Counsel prepares preliminary drafts of the financing documents and
distributes them to all parties for review and comment. Comments accepted by all
counsel will result in redrafting of documents. The parties establish a mutually
agreeable closing date, and final documents for execution are prepared.
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10. The Agency then conducts a meeting whereby it adopts an Authorizing Resolution,
under which the Agency approves of the form of the documents and authorizes the
Chairman to execute the same.

11. The closing takes place.

12. Some of the benefits available to a company under a sale-leaseback transaction are as
follows:

Exemption from New York State mortgage recording tax
Exemption from New York State sales tax for materials used in construction
Real property tax abatement on the value added to the project (for more
information, please see the Uniform Tax Exemption Policy enclosed herewith) 

c:1997/ocida/irbmemo3.doc/lsr_pc 



MEMORANDUM TO APPLICANTS FINANCING AN IDA PROJECT 
THROUGH A COMMERCIAL LENDER 

Please give a copy of this memorandum to your lender as 
early in the financing process as possible. 

1. AGENCY PROVISIONS.

NO RECOURSE AGAINST AGENCY

HOLD HARMLESS



SPECIAL OBLIGATION

SUBORDINATION TO PILOT AGREEMENT





Oneida County Industrial Development Agency Recapture Policy 
(Effective April 25, 2017) 

DEFINITIONS: 

•• • • • • • • •••••••••• is the entity that applied for and received a benefit from the Agency. 

•• • • • • • ••••••••• is the Oneida County Industrial Development Agency. 

•• • • •••••• ••••• • •• • • • • • • •••• • • • • •••• • • •••• ••• • • •• • • • • •••• • • ••• • ••• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •be provided 
to the Agency. 

•• • • •• • • • • •••••••••••• Obligation • • •• •••••• shall mean the period during which the Company is receiving a benefit 
in the form of lower payment in lieu of taxes than their real estate 
taxes would be. 

•• • • •• • • • • ••••••••••••• • ••• • ••• • •••••••••••• shall mean the number of FTEs employed by the Company in   Oneida 
• • • • •• •• • • ••• •• • •• • •• • ••• • •• • • • • • •• •••• • •• • • • • • • •••• • ••• • ••• • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••

•• • • •••••• shall mean a full time employee that has a minimum of thirty-five (35)
scheduled hours per week, or any combination of two or more part- 
time employees that work a minimum of fifteen (15) scheduled hours 
per week, when combined together, constitute the equivalent of a 
minimum of thirty-five (35) scheduled hours per week, and whose 
workplace location is the project facility. For this purpose an employee 
shall include a leased employee regularly retained by the Company. 

•• • • • ••••••••••••• shall mean the amount the Company saved by making payments in 
lieu of real property taxes in a particular year. For example, if a 
• • • • • • • •••••••••s PILOT payment is equal to 75% of normal real property 
•• • • ••••• • • ••• • •• • • • • • • •••• • • • •••••• •••• • ••• • • ••• • • •• •• • •• • •• • • • • ••••••••••••••••
equal to 25% of normal real property taxes. 

•• • ••••• Employee • • • • • ••••••••• shall mean an amount equal to the Benefit for the year after the   year 
• •••• • •• • • •••• •••• •• •• • • •• • ••• • ••• • • •• • • • • ••• • ••• • ••• • •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

•• • • •••• •••••••••••••• shall mean the difference between the Employment Obligation and the 
actual number of FTEs per the AER for the applicable year. 

•• • •• •••••••• • • •••• ••••••••••••• shall mean having FTEs that are less than 50% of the Employment 
Obligation. 

•• •• •• • • • • • • • • • •• •• • • • •• •••••••••• shall  mean  a  Company  whose  AER  shows  that  they  are  short of
meeting its Employment Obligation by 20%. 

••• •••• •••••••••• • • • •••••••••••• shall be the amount of savings the Company received through the 
Agency, in the form of Mortgage Recording Tax and New York State 
Sales Tax. 

•• • •• • • • • •• • ••• • •••••••• shall mean the period ending June 30th of the year following the Major 
Shortfall. 



1. Job Creation and Retention Obligations.

After the expiration of the Employment Obligation Term, the Company shall have no further
obligation with respect to the Employment Obligation and shall not be liable for any of the
payments described below.

The failure of the Company to satisfy the Employment Obligation can subject the Company to
payments to the Agency. The Company shall be required to make payments if it fails to attain the
Minimum Standard.

If the Company falls below the Minimum Standard, the Agency will notify the Company in writing of the 
• • • • • • ••••• •• • ••• • ••• ••• • • • •• •• •• •• • • • •• ••• •••••• • • • ••• • • •• • • • • • • •• ••••• • • • ••• •••• ••• • ••• • • •••• ••• •• • • • •••••••••••••••
to the letter and may include a request to appear before the Agency. The Agency will determine, in its 
sole discretion, if a valid exemption exists and potentially reduce the remedies described below. 

2. Projects with less than Ten Years Employment Obligation Term.

(a) Shortfall Payments.

(1) If, during the first three (3) years of the Employment Obligation Term a Company
fails to achieve the Minimum Standard, then the Company shall pay to the Agency
an amount equal to (a) the Per Employee Amount multiplied by (b) the Shortfall
and then multiplied by (c) 1.5.

(2) If, after the first (3) years, of the Employment Obligation Term a Company fails to
achieve the Minimum Standard, then the Company shall pay to the Agency an
amount equal to (a) the Per Employee Amount multiplied by (b) the Shortfall.

(b) Major Shortfall Payment.

(1) If a Company shall incur a Major Shortfall; then, the Company shall pay to the
Agency as an additional one-time payment an amount as set forth in the schedule
• • •• • •••• • • •• • • • • • •••• • •••• • ••• •• ••• • ••• •• •••• • ••• • •• ••• • • •••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • • • • • ••••••••••••••

Major Shortfall Occurs: Percentage of Initial Benefit
Year 1 100%
Year 2 80%
Year 3 60%
Year 4 40%

Any Subsequent Year 20%

(2) Notwithstanding any of the foregoing, the Company shall not be liable for a Major
Shortfall Payment unless the number of FTEs remains at less than 65% of the
Employment Obligation at the expiration of a Cure Period. The Company shall
have the opportunity at any time before the expiration of a Cure Period to provide
additional information to the Agency regarding the Major Shortfall, and to request
a waiver or amendment of this provision.



(3) Notwithstanding any of the foregoing, a Major Shortfall shall not apply where the
Shortfall is a result of a major casualty to or condemnation of the facility. In the
event of such major casualty or condemnation, the Company shall have no
obligation to pay the Major Shortfall Payment.

(4) Qualification for a waiver of either (2) or (3) above shall be at the sole discretion
of the Agency.

3. Projects with Ten Years or Longer Employment Obligation Term.

(a) Shortfall Payments.

(1) If, during the first five (5) years of the Employment Obligation Term a Company
fails to achieve the Minimum Standard, then the Company shall pay to the Agency
an amount equal to (a) the Per Employee Amount multiplied by (b) the Shortfall
and then multiplied by (c) 1.5.

(2) If, after the first five (5) years of the Employment Obligation Term a Company
fails to achieve the Minimum Standard, then the Company shall pay to the Agency
an amount equal to (a) the Per Employee Amount multiplied by (b) the Shortfall.

(b) Major Shortfall Payment.

(1) If a Company shall incur a Major Shortfall, then the Company shall pay to the
Agency as an additional one-time payment an amount as set forth in the schedule
below.

Major Shortfall Occurs: Percentage of Initial Benefit
Year 1 100%
Year 2 90%
Year 3 80%
Year 4 70%
Year 5 60%
Year 6 50%
Year 7 45%
Year 8 40%
Year 9 35%
Year 10 30%

(2) Notwithstanding any of the foregoing, the Company shall not be liable for a Major
Shortfall Payment unless the number of FTEs remains at less than 65% of the
Employment Obligation at the expiration of a Cure Period. The Company shall
have the opportunity at any time before the expiration of a Cure Period to provide
additional information to the Agency regarding the Major Shortfall, and to request
a waiver or amendment of this provision.

(3) Notwithstanding any of the foregoing, a Major Shortfall shall not apply where the
Shortfall is as a result of a major casualty to or condemnation of the facility. In the
event of such major casualty or condemnation, the Company shall have no
obligation to pay the Major Shortfall Payment.



(4) Qualification for a waiver of either (2) or (3) above shall be at the sole discretion
of the Agency.

4. Shift of Employment. If the Shortfall or Major Shortfall is as a result of the Company shifting
employment away from Oneida County, then the Agency will require the value of the Benefit and the
Initial Benefit utilized to date to be repaid, with interest (determined as the New York State legal interest
rate).

5. Mandatory Recapture. The Agency is mandated to recapture New York State sales tax benefits
where:

a. The Project is not entitled to receive those benefits.

b. The exemptions exceed the amount authorized, or are claimed for unauthorized property or
services.

c. The Company fails to use property or services in the manner required by the Leaseback
Agreement.

6. Return of Recaptured Funds. If the Agency recaptures Initial Benefits or Benefits from a
Company, the Agency shall return the recaptured funds promptly to the affected taxing jurisdiction,
unless otherwise agreed to by the taxing jurisdiction, in accordance with the General Municipal Law.

The Agency shall have the right to reduce any payment required under this Policy, in 
extraordinary circumstances, in its sole discretion. 









(a) General Requirements



(b) Industrial and Manufacturing Projects

(c) Retail Projects

(d) Other Non-Industrial/Commercial Projects



(a) Industrial and Manufacturing Projects



(b) Retail Projects

(c) Other Non-Industrial/Commercial Projects







✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

The Above Grid Rome Solar, LLC solar project (the "Project") consists of a 5 MWAC ground-mounted
solar energy system/community solar array with solar panels connected to a single-axis tracking
racking system that generates electricity for offsite use, sale, and consumption ("Solar Array"). The
Project includes two perivous gravel access roads, inverter pads, a fence surrounding the entirety of
the equipment, underground wiring, and overhead utility interconnection to equipment. The Project is
located at 2727 Rome Taberg Road, SBL# 222.000-0001-39.001.



Checklist for Solar Project Applications

Application for Financial Assistance and all supplemental information required by IDA 
(signed and notarized) 

Check application and commitment fee in the amount of $1,500.00 

Zoning or Planning Board approval (or if no such approvals are required, a letter of 
support from the Host Community)  

Copy of Host Community Agreement or confirmation that one is not being executed. 
(OCIDA encourages Project Operators to enter into a Host Community Agreement 
directly with the Host Community.) 

Decommissioning plan prepared by a licensed engineer detailing decommissioning of 
the Facility, which includes an estimated cost reflecting inflation to the time of 
decommissioning. If a decommissioning plan has been reviewed by a Zoning or Planning 
Board of the Host Community, such approval should be submitted. The Agency 
reserves the right to retain an independent engineer at the Project Operator’s expense 
to validate the decommissioning plan and cost. 

Evidence that provision has been made (or will be made before closing) to reserve funds 
for decommissioning, either through the posting of a bond or establishment of an 
escrow account.  

Copy of Lease Agreement with landowner (if applicable) 

Part 1 EAF completed and signed by the Applicant 

Parts 2 and 3 EAF completed and signed by the lead agency with determination of type 
of action (with copies of resolutions if available) 

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔



Oneida County Industrial Development Agency 

Uniform Tax Exemption Policy (Community Solar Projects)

Adopted September 18, 2020

Modified April 30, 2021 and

Modified March 3, 2022

Project Eligibility Criteria



II. Financial Assistance

1. Property Tax Exemptions

 



Mortgage Recording Tax Exemption

Sales Tax Exemption

III. Other Requirements

The Agency will require evidence that provision has been made to reserve 

funds for decommissioning, either through the posting of a bond or establishment of 

an escrow account for the benefit of the landowner or, if the Project Operator is the 

landowner, for the benefit of the Host Jurisdiction. 



V. Recapture

VI. Deviations 



1.0 DEFINITIONS

Solar Energy Equipment:

Solar Energy System:

Owner:  

Developer:

Lease:  

Storage Battery

2.0 DECOMMISSIONING







3.0 SECURITY

4.0 OWNERSHIP CHANGES



5.0 SEVERABILITY 

6.0 ENFORCEMENT 



Full Environmental Assessment Form
Part 1 - Project and Setting 

Instructions for Completing Part 1

Part 1 is to be completed by the applicant or project sponsor.

A. Project and Sponsor Information.

Above Grid Rome Solar LLC Solar Array

2727 Rome Taberg Road, SBL 222.000-1-39.1

Applicant proposes a 5.00 MWAC ground-mounted solar energy system/community solar array with solar panels connected to a single-axis tracking (SAT)
racking system that generates electricity for offsite use, sale, and consumption (“Solar Array”). The Solar Array includes two pervious gravel access roads,
inverter pads, a fence surrounding the entirety of the equipment, underground wiring, and overhead utility interconnection to equipment. The actions has
been described broadly to include all site work and construction activity.

Above Grid Rome Solar LLC
(585) 330-1919

jtassone@abovegridsolar.com

516 Rt 33 West, Bldg 2 Suite 101

Millstone Twp NJ 08535

Barclay Damon LLP, Ari Goldberg, as agent/attorney
(716) 858-3878

agoldber@barclaydamon.com

200 Delaware Avenue, Suite 1200

Buffalo NY 14202

Rome Industrial Development Corporation
(315) 338-0393

cmercurio@mvedge.org

584 Phoenix Drive

Rome NY 13441



B. Government Approvals

B. Government Approvals  Funding, or Sponsorship.

Government Entity If Yes: Identify Agency and Approval(s) 
Required 

Application Date 
(Actual or projected) 

i

ii
iii

C. Planning and Zoning

C.1. Planning and zoning actions.

If Yes,
If No, 

C.2. Adopted land use plans.

✔

✔ City of Rome Planning Board - Site Plan April 27, 2023

✔ City of Rome Zoning Board of Appeals - side yard
setback variance and Special Use Permit

April 27, 2023

✔

✔

✔

✔ NYSDEC/NYNHP, NYSOPRHP
NYSERFA

April 27, 2023 (part of SEQRA)
Subsequent to City approvals

✔ USACE, FEMA, USFWS April 27, 2023 (part of SEQRA) and
subsequent to City approvals

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

NYS Heritage Areas:Mohawk Valley Heritage Corridor

✔



C.3.  Zoning

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

i.

C.4. Existing community services.

D. Project Details

D.1. Proposed and Potential Development

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

i.

i.

ii.
iii.
iv.

✔

C-2 general commercial district

✔

✔

Rome City School District

City of Rome Police Department, Oneida County Sheriff

City of Rome Fire Department

Pitch Pine Bog Conservation Area

+/- 174.40
+/- 26.76

174.40

✔

✔

✔
4-6

5.0 MWAC community solar array



i
ii.

iii.

i.
ii.

iii.

iv.
v.

vi.

D.2.  Project Operations

i .
ii.

iii.

v.

v.
vi.

vii.
viii.
ix.

i.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

row of panels

✔

✔

500 frames
15 6 92

n/a

✔

✔

✔

Access road associated with the point of interconnect shall encroach within the limits of a recently delineated state wetland, in the
amount of less than 0.1 acre of disturbance. Temporary disturbances resulting from the construction of overhead poles shall also be
part of the project. See site plan for areas of disturbances. Remainder of Solar Array designed to avoid permanent wetland impacts



ii.

iii.

iv.

v.

i.
ii.

iii.

iv.

v.

vi

i.
ii.

iii.

✔

✔

✔

✔



iv.

v.

vi.

i.
_____

ii.

iii.

iv.

i

ii.

iii.

i.

ii.

✔

1720 0.04

equipment pads

On-site wetlands and watercourses as designated by the current wetlands delineation study.

Federal Wetlands on-site (as currently designated). Existing runoff is ultimately conveyed to an existing NYSDEC stream.

✔
✔

✔

✔



i.
ii

i.

ii.

v.

vi.
vii

viii

i.

ii.

iii.

i. ii.

✔

✔

✔

✔

As permitted by local code
As permitted by local code
As permitted by local code
As permitted by local code

Continuous power generation
Continuous power generation
Continuous power generation
Continuous power generation



i.

ii

i.

ii

.

i.

ii.

i.

ii.

iii.

✔

Heavy equipment during construction of the project mostly from excavators, dump trucks, and ATV post installation machine. Noise shall be limited to
hours of construction only, as listed on page 7 during the 4-6 month construction period.

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔



i.

ii.

iii.

i.

ii.

iii
iv.

v.

E. Site and Setting of Proposed Action

E.1. Land uses on and surrounding the project site

i.

ii.

✔

✔

✔
✔ cell tower

0.50 0.54 +0.04

58.40 33.80 -24.60

4.00 28.65 +24.65

0.10 0.10 0.00

111.40 111.31 - 0.09



i.

i.

i.

ii. =
iii.

i.

ii.

iii.

i.

i.

ii.

iii.

iv.

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
V00612, 633087, 633088, V00610

Success drive/former federal creosote lots are on south side of Route 69/Rome Taberg Road. Proposed action will not impact sites south of project



v.

E.2.  Natural Resources On or Near Project Site

i.

ii.
i ii

iii.

iv.

v.

i.

"somewhat poorly drained"
per web soil survey

C

✔

>6 feet

✔

Wareham loam fine sand 80%
Rhinebeck silt loam, 0 to 3 % slope 13
Cover loam sand, 3 to 8% slope 7

✔ 10

✔ 90

✔ 100

✔

✔

✔

✔

NYSDEC Stream

Federal Waters, NYS Wetland, Federal Waters, Fe...
VE-3

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

Principal Aquifer

NYS wetland VE-3 is
approximately 2,434 acres;
federal vary in size



i.

ii.
iii.

E.3.  Designated Public Resources On or Near Project Site

i.
ii.

i.
ii.

i.
ii.

iii.

typical area wildlife
deer, rodents, squirrels, migratory birds

✔

Dwarf Shrub Bog, Black Spruce-Tamarack Bog
DEC Environmental Resource Mapper -" High Quality Occurrence of Uncommon Community Type"

100.0, 250.0
same

0.0

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔



i.
ii.

iii.

i
ii.

i.
ii.

iii.

i.
ii.

F. Additional Information

G. Verification

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

Above Grid Rome Solar LLC by Barclay Damon April 26, 2023

PRINT FORM

agent/attorney



EEAF Mapper Summary Report Tuesday, April 25, 2023 6:46 PM

Disclaimer: The EAF Mapper is a screening tool intended to assist 
project sponsors and reviewing agencies in preparing an environmental 
assessment form (EAF). Not all questions asked in the EAF are 
answered by the EAF Mapper. Additional information on any EAF 
question can be obtained by consulting the EAF Workbooks.  Although 
the EAF Mapper provides the most up-to-date digital data available to 
DEC, you may also need to contact local or other data sources in order 
to obtain data not provided by the Mapper. Digital data is not a 
substitute for agency determinations.

B.i.i [Coastal or Waterfront Area] No

B.i.ii [Local Waterfront Revitalization Area] No

C.2.b. [Special Planning District] Yes - Digital mapping data are not available for all Special Planning Districts. 
Refer to EAF Workbook.

C.2.b. [Special Planning District - Name] NYS Heritage Areas:Mohawk Valley Heritage Corridor

E.1.h [DEC Spills or Remediation Site - 
Potential Contamination History]

Digital mapping data are not available or are incomplete. Refer to EAF 
Workbook.

E.1.h.i [DEC Spills or Remediation Site - 
Listed]

Digital mapping data are not available or are incomplete. Refer to EAF 
Workbook.

E.1.h.i [DEC Spills or Remediation Site - 
Environmental Site Remediation Database]

Digital mapping data are not available or are incomplete. Refer to EAF 
Workbook.

E.1.h.iii [Within 2,000' of  DEC Remediation 
Site]

Yes

E.1.h.iii [Within 2,000' of  DEC Remediation 
Site - DEC ID]

V00612, 633087, 633088, V00610

E.2.g [Unique Geologic Features] No

E.2.h.i [Surface Water Features] Yes

E.2.h.ii  [Surface Water Features] Yes

E.2.h.iii [Surface Water Features] Yes - Digital mapping information on local and federal wetlands and 
waterbodies is known to be incomplete. Refer to EAF Workbook.

E.2.h.iv [Surface Water Features - Wetlands 
Name]

Federal Waters, NYS Wetland

E.2.h.iv [Surface Water Features - Wetlands 
Size]

NYS Wetland (in acres):2425.3

E.2.h.iv [Surface Water Features - DEC 
Wetlands Number]

VE-3

E.2.h.v [Impaired Water Bodies] No

1Full Environmental Assessment Form - EAF Mapper Summary Report



E.2.i. [Floodway] No

E.2.j. [100 Year Floodplain] No

E.2.k. [500 Year Floodplain] No

E.2.l. [Aquifers] Yes

E.2.l. [Aquifer Names] Principal Aquifer

E.2.n. [Natural Communities] Yes

E.2.n.i [Natural Communities - Name] Dwarf Shrub Bog, Black Spruce-Tamarack Bog

E.2.n.i [Natural Communities - Acres] 100.0, 250.0

E.2.o. [Endangered or Threatened Species] No

E.2.p. [Rare Plants or Animals] No

E.3.a. [Agricultural District] No

E.3.c. [National Natural Landmark] No

E.3.d [Critical Environmental Area] No

E.3.e. [National or State Register of Historic 
Places or State Eligible Sites]

Digital mapping data are not available or are incomplete. Refer to EAF 
Workbook.

E.3.f. [Archeological Sites] Yes

E.3.i. [Designated River Corridor] No

2Full Environmental Assessment Form - EAF Mapper Summary Report
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